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| am pleased to present the second edition of our school
newsletter, expertly compiled by students from our S6 elective
group who are dedicated to sharing our positive school stories
with the community.

Our young people continue to impress, consistently
demonstrating our core school values of responsibility, respect
and resilience. Their commitment to these principles is evident
in their daily contributions to school life.

We are now entering a busy period, as our S4 pupils begin
preparations for their upcoming assessment diet. The entire
school team is committed to providing comprehensive support
to ensure every learner achieves the best possible result.

On behalf of the school, | would like to thank our parents and
carers for their ongoing engagement, kind interactions, and
messages of support and appreciation. We value these strong
relationships and look forward to continuing to build upon
them.

Finally, | appeal to our families to consider dedicating a small
amount of time to the vital work of our Parent Teacher
Association (PTA). The funds raised by the PTA are crucial for
supporting extracurricular activities and enriching learning
opportunities for all pupils.

Should you be able to spare some time, we would be delighted
to welcome you to the next PTA meeting, which is scheduled
for Tuesday, 25 November 2025 in Strathaven Academy at
6.30pm

Ms Huq.




Department and Faculty News

S3 Business Management: Shark Reef Programme

Selected S3 Business Management pupils recently
took part in Shark Reef - an exciting initiative

designed to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship among young people.

The event was held on Friday, 12th September, at
South Lanarkshire College, where pupils engaged W|th~
Business Gateway advisors to learn about the role of |
business in the economy, how to develop and pitch
ideas, and how to begin making a business plan.

Pupils will now put their skills to the test as they pitch
their business ideas to a panel of judges, whilst
competing against pupils from other schools in the
region. We wish them the best of luck as they move
into this exciting next phase of the programme!

S4 Business Management: Visit to Albert Bartlett

-
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For the second year running, our S4 Business Management pupils visited the
Albert Bartlett potato-processing facility in Airdrie and, once again, the visit
was a fantastic opportunity to explore business operations in action.

In addition to learning about the full field to fork production process, pupils
also toured the on-site water treatment plant, gaining insight into the
company’s sustainable rainwater management systems. A hands-on
highlight of the day was joining the quality control team on the production
line, where pupils helped inspect and select potatoes for packaging.
This real-world visit offered an in-depth look at sustainability, operations
and employment in the food manufacturing industry and continues to be a
favourite among our pupils.




2025 Strathaven Academy Mathematics Competition

Lewis, Amy, Rebecca and Harry
represented the Maths
department in the SLC Maths
Challenge competition. As one of
the top three teams they will
advance to the national final at the
Glasgow Science Centre on the
25th of November. Well done &
good luck!

Creative and Aesthetic Showcase 2025

On Wednesday, 1st October, our Creative and
Aesthetic Faculty hosted its wonderful
showcase event, celebrating the immense
hard work and skill of our pupils.
The evening was filled with outstanding
performances during the young musician
competition and a fantastic display for the
'Best Photographer of the Year' award.
We are incredibly proud to congratulate our
winners:
e Junior Musician of the Year: Mara (Tuba)
Junior Vocalist of the Year: Eva
Senior Musician of the Year: Noah (Drums)
Senior Vocalist of the Year: Lauren
Best Photographer of the Year: Louise

A massive well done to all pupils who took
part and shared their exceptional talents. It
was a fantastic celebration of the vibrant
creativity within our school community.




Strathaven Academy
Christmas Choir

Join the Senior Christmas Choir! Jif
Calling all S4-S6 pupils and staff — we’re forming a Senior Christmas Choir to
perform two festive songs at the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 10th
December, 6:30pm.
7" Rehearsals: Every Wednesday lunchtime, 12:55-1:25 pm
1 Come along, no experience needed — just bring your enthusiasm and
Christmas spirit!

Speaking of all things musical, our band members were busy
rehearsing at our very own band camp recently. A huge
thank you to Reverend Paterson for supporting these
rehearsals at the church hall. We are looking forward to
sharing our repertoire at the Christmas concert.

S6 pupils are running the STEM club every Friday in S025, 12:55 -
13:25. A STEM club involves young people exploring science,
technology, engineering and mathematics through hands-on,

project based activities in a less formal setting. It often involves

teamwork and problem solving, and can lead to competitions or
other challenges. The goal is to develop skills and confidence in
STEM subjects and introduce students to potential related careers.
If you are in S1 and would like to come along, please join us.




Antartica Flag Competition

We are happy to announce that the winners of
the Antarctica Flag Challenge are Elizabeth
(1ILE2) and Grace (1LE2) - congratulations!
Their flags will be sent to Antarctica with a
team of researchers who will photograph the
flags on the continent. We look forward to
receiving photos of this in the new year.

A huge thank you to everybody who submitted
a flag design.

News In Science

S1s have begun learning about how the body works and how peak performance
can be achieved in different sports in the sports science unit.
S2 STEM classes are now working towards their Level 3 Young STEM Leaders
Award, this is being carried out through various STEM activities.
The S6 Medical Ethics group runs Thursday lunchtime in SO27 where students
have been given the opportunity to express their opinions on the morality of
medical practices. Fancy it? Why not come along!

The Advanced Higher Physics pupils have been working on their
assignments and are making good progress in both practical and their theory.
Pendulum, reflective index, newtons rings, moment of inertia are some of the
most highly anticipated experiments. The school is very much looking forward

to seeing the results and are convinced that the pupils taking part will once again
do the science department and the school proud.




Winners of the Found Poetry Competition

The annual Found Poetry competition
for all S1 and S2 pupils took place
during Reading Week. All pupils work
from the same page of text. Out of a
huge number of brilliant entries the
Advanced Higher English class chose a
winner and 2 runners up who had
created new meaning out of published
text and produced excellent artwork
to illustrate their ideas.

Winner: Fearne (2DU)

Runners Ups: Lily (2LE) & Honor (2LO)

S1 Social Subjects Showcase: Overcoming Adversity

On Thursday, 9th October, the Social Subjects department was delighted to
welcome S1 parents and guests to a special showcase of our pupils' work.

This term, all S1 pupils have engaged in an interdisciplinary inquiry project,
exploring the question: "How can people overcome adversity?"

The event displayed the impressive results of their learning across all four
Social Subjects disciplines. Pupils showed fantastic creativity, with their
findings presented in a wide variety of formats, including podcasts, detailed
posters, digital presentations, and interactive games.

A highlight of the event was a presentation from two pupil groups, who shared
their experiences with this inquiry-based approach, discussing what they had
learned and how they enjoyed the learning environment.

Well done to everyone involved, especially our fabulous S1 pupils for their
hard work and insightful presentations.

k




Success in the PE Department

: The S2/S3 Netball team went undefeated in
the South Lanarkshire Festival.
The U16s boys football team had a 7-1 victory

over Duncanrig High School.

A huge well done to all involved!

Wrap Up Lanarkshire Donations

We’re supporting the Wrap Up Lanarkshire n
campaign to help keep those in need, warm i

this winter. If you have any good quality \

winter coats that you no longer use, please

consider donating them. Donations can be

handed in to the school reception by Friday,

14th November.
Your generosity will make a real difference
to local families this winter — thank you for
your support!

EasyFundraising App

By downloading the EasyFundraising app, you can raise
money for Strathaven Academy whenever you make an
online purchase from one of over 8000 participating
retailers, at no extra cost. Please follow the link below or
scan the QR code to get started:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/strathaven-
academy



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/strathaven-academy
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/strathaven-academy

Supported Study Timetable for Senior Pupils

A supported study timetable has been introduced to help S4, S5 and S6
pupils prepare for their upcoming exams. The timetable provides a range of
lunchtime and after-school sessions across key subjects, allowing students

to focus on revision, strengthen their understanding and seek extra help
from teachers. This support aims to boost confidence, improve study habits

and ensure all pupils are well prepared to achieve their best in the exam
period ahead.

Strathaven Academy

Supported Study Programme from October 2025

Subject

IAccounting

Level

.Higher

Teacher

'Mr Henderson

Time

Various days and times - see department

Location

Fo22

dministration & IT

National 5

Miss Allison

Monday lunchtime

F012

IAdministration & IT
IArt & Design

Higher
National 5/ Higher/ AH

Miss Allison
Art department

Thursday lunchtime
Various days and times - see department

IArt department

F012

Biology

Higher

Miss Matheson

Tuesday after school

S035

Biology
Business
Chemistry

National 5/ Higher/ AH
National 5/ Higher
Mational 5

Mr Brown
Mr Henderson
Dr Miller

Various days and times - see department
Various days and times - see department
Wednesday after school

sS027
F022
sS034

Chemistry

Higher

Mr Gilroy

Wednesday after school

S025

Chemistry

Advanced Higher

Mr Gilroy

Wednesday lunchtime

5025

Computing Science

Higher

Miss McCabe

Monday lunchtime

F021

Drama
English

National 5/ Higher
National 5

Mrs Breddy
Mrs Bradshaw

Monday lunchtime
lOnLine Resource: Recorded Lessons & Study Resources

Drama Studio
Google Classroom

English

Higher

Mrs Bradshaw

lonline Resource: Recorded Lessons & Study Resources

Google Classroom

English

Higher - RUAE

Mrs Bradshaw

Thursday, 8am

Foe2

French

Mational 5

Miss Ferguson

Thursday Lunchtime

FO05

French

Higher

Mr Greenberg

Various days and times - see Mr Greenberg

FO06

Geography

Mational 5

Mr Cassidy

Wednesday after school

=012

Geography

Graphic Communication

Higher

INational 5

Mrs Greenan

Mr Connor

Thursday Lunchtime
Every lunchtime

=012
G140

Graphic Communication

History
History

Higher

'Narinnal 5

Mational 5

Mrs McDivitt

IMiss MecMenemy

Ms Hamilton

Monday/ Tuesday lunchtime
Wednesday after school
Thursday lunchtime

G140
5008
S007

History

Higher

Mr McNair

Thursday lunchtime

5008

Mathematics
Modern Studies

National 5/ Higher/ AH

INational 5/ Higher

Maths department

'MrMacPhee

Various days and times - see department
Friday lunchtime

Maths department
s014

Music

Mational 5/ Higher/ AH

Music department

Various days and times - see department

Music department

Physical Education

Mational 5/ Higher

Mr Love

Thursday lunchtime

G017

Physics

Higher/ AH

Mr Taylor

Thursday lunchtime

S033

Spanish
Spanish
RMPS

National 5

.Higher

Higher

Miss Ferguson

Mr Greenberg

Miss Harvey

Thursday lunchtime
Various days and times - see Mr Greenberg
Thursday after school

FOD5
FODB
Goos

Study Skills

WALl levels

Mrs Gallagher

Tuesday/ Wednesday/ Thursday lunchtimes and after school

Library
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Careers
Week

L==)

Tuesday 11*" Nov
13:40-14:10
Solar & Battery
Installation
Marty Mellis-Fox
Room: 5035

Scottish
\ i

Quantity Surveying

Careers Week 2025
Guest Speaker Sessions

Careers Week 2025
Guest Speaker Sessions

Wednesday 12 Nov
12:50-13:20

Thursday 13* Nov
12:50-13:20
Business
Tony McKee
Room: 5035

Nursing & Drug
Development
Kathryn Cain
Room: 5035

Energy & Sustainability | Occupational Therapy

Friday 14" Nov
12:50-13:20
Civil Service

James McNulty
Room: S035

Engineering

Jennifer Garrow
Room: S026

Vickie Hall
Room: S026

Kirsty Platt
Room: 5026

Lindsey McMurtrie
Room: 5026
Biomedical Science
Pauline Gray
Room: 5027

As part of Scottish Careers Week (10th-14th November 2025), our school will
host a range of lunchtime guest speaker sessions to help pupils explore
different career paths. Professionals from fields such as Engineering, Nursing,
Biomedical Science, Business, Energy & Sustainability, plus more will share their
experiences and advice. Pupils can sign up for sessions via the Google Form on
their year group’s Google Classroom or by scanning the QR code on the top
right of the timetable. This is a great opportunity to gain career insights,
discover apprenticeship and study routes, as well as strengthen future
applications A huge thank you to our partners and families who are
volunteering their time to allow us to provide such interesting sessions.




