
HIGHER EDUCATION ENTRY 2021-2022 
 

UCAS KEY DATES – 2021 Entry 
 Date Action 

 

30 June 2021 
Applications after this date automatically enter Clearing 
Students can monitor all progress by logging into their UCAS Hub 

 
28 August 2021 Final date for UCAS Conservatoires applications 

 

8 September 2021 
Deadline to meet any remaining entry conditions, otherwise 
universities or colleges might not accept applicants. 

 

21 September 2021 
by 6pm 

Final date for applications to 2021 courses 

 

19 October 2021 Final date for adding Clearing choices. 

20 October UCAS 2021 Entry closes 
 

UCAS KEY DATES – 2022 Entry 
 Date Action 

 

18 May 2021 
UCAS Undergraduate application open for 2022 entry. 
Students can monitor all progress by logging into their UCAS Hub  

 

15 July 2021 
UCAS Conservatoire Apply open for 2022 entry. 
Conservatoires can start making decisions on applications right away. 

 

7 September 2021 
Completed applications can be submitted to UCAS. 
Universities & colleges can start making decisions right away. 

 

1 October 2021 
Final date for music applications. 

Dance, drama or musical theatre courses may have different deadlines – 
check conservatoires’ websites for details.  

 

15 October 2021 
By 6pm 
 

Final date for applications for Oxford, Cambridge and 
most medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine/science 
courses.  

 

26 January 2022 
By 6pm 

Applications for the majority of courses should be sent to 
UCAS by this date.  
Reference needs to have been completed. 

 
25 February 2022 

Extra 2022 Opens. 
If you have used all 5 choices on your original application and do not have 
an offer, you can add another choice. 

 

30 June 2022 
Final date for applications.  
All applications received after 6pm automatically go into Clearing.  

  
5 July 2022 Clearing opens 

For a further detail see: Find key dates | UCAS or  
Application deadlines | Undergraduate, Conservatoires | UCAS 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing#:~:text=Clearing%20is%20how%20unis%20and,re%20applying%20after%2030%20June
https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/extra-choices
https://www.ucas.com/events/2022-entry-clearing-opens-394841
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/cycle/2021/type/key-date
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/managing-applications/application-deadlines


 

Exploring Higher Education 2021 

BIG EVENTS Date Further information & links 

Virtual Scottish 
Education Exhibition  

Tuesday 7 September  
10-7pm 

Time will be set aside in schools for senior phase pupils to attend, but parents and carers can 
also register to join. Sign up for virtual 2021 Scottish Education Exhibition, see FAQ’s for further 
info. You can access recordings and ‘Swag Bag’ until 9 October 

Virtual UCAS  
Discovery Scotland  

Thursday 30 September  
10-6pm 

Sign up at ucas.com Exhibitions See which exhibitors are attending 

You can access recorded content until 7 October 

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS Date Further information & links 

Dundee Open Days 
(Virtual but option for  

Live campus tour) 
 

Monday 30 August 

 

• 30 Aug – 4.30-8.30pm virtual 

• 25 Sept – 10am-2pm virtual (using Microsoft Teams) 
 

Also see: In person campus tours running from 29 August to 26 September, virtual 360 Tour and subjects 
talks from 2020 virtual Open Days  Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; Twitter; Youtube  
 

Saturday 25 September 

Aberdeen University 
Open Days (Virtual) 

 

Tuesday 31 August 
 

 

Also see: Virtual Events & Meetings 

Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Pinterest; Twitter; Vimeo; YouTube  
Saturday 2 October 

 
Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland (RCS) 
(Virtual) 

Tuesday 31 August • 31 Aug – RCS Admissions Presentation, Q&A and Virtual Tour (Via Zoom) 10-11.30am 

• 13 Sept – Vocal Studies and Opera (Via Zoom) 3-4pm 

• 17 Sept – All programmes (except MMus Opera) from 3-4pm (Zoom) 
 

Also see: Virtual Tours and Focus West Widening Access to Creative Arts  
Stay Connected: Facebook, Flickr; Instagram, Twitter; YouTube 
 

Monday 13 September 

Friday 17 September 

Glasgow University 
Open Days (Virtual) 

 

Wednesday 1 September 
 

• Arts / Social Sciences: 1st Sept, 2pm-7pm 

• Medical, Veterinary & Life Sciences / Science & Engineering: 2nd Sept, 3pm-7pm 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; Twitter; YouTube 
 

Thursday 2 September 

 SRUC (Virtual & Live) 

King’s Building Edinburgh 

Thursday 2 September 
Friday 3 September 

• 2 Sept, 4-5pm – Applied Animal Science (virtual) 

• 2-3 Sept, time slots 10am-3pm – King’s Building on-campus tours 

• 4 Oct, 2-3pm – Students support and general information (virtual) 

• 6 Oct, 5-6pm – Environmental Management (virtual) 
 

Also see: Large number of recorded recent Virtual Open Event on Open Day webpage 
And option to create personalised virtual experience. 
Stay Connected: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter; YouTube 
 

Monday 4 October 

Wednesday 6 October 

Glasgow Caledonian 
University Open Days 

(Virtual) 

Wednesday 8 Sept  
 

 

• 8 Sept – 4-7pm 

• 2 Oct – 10am-1pm 

• 21 Oct – 5-7pm 

• 18 Nov – 5-7pm 
Also see: virtual campus tours  and Ask a Student 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; Twitter; YouTube 
 

Saturday 2 October 
 

Thursday 21 October 
 

 

Thursday 18 November 
 

https://skillsdevelopmentscotland.cmail20.com/t/r-l-trltlkdk-ohyiulitrt-i/
https://skillsdevelopmentscotland.cmail20.com/t/r-l-trltlkdk-ohyiulitrt-d/
https://www.ucas.com/events/ucasdiscovery-scotland-399686
https://www.ucas.com/node/399686/view/exhibitors
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/open-days
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/virtual-tour
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/open-days/2020-subject-talks
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/open-days/2020-subject-talks
https://www.facebook.com/UniversityofDundee
https://www.instagram.com/dundeeuni/
https://twitter.com/dundeeuni
https://www.youtube.com/universityofdundee
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate-open-day/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate-open-day/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/virtual-events-meetings.php
https://www.facebook.com/universityofaberdeen
https://www.instagram.com/uniofaberdeen/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-aberdeen/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/aberdeenuni/
https://twitter.com/aberdeenuni
http://pinterest.com/aberdeenuni/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/61447
https://vimeo.com/abertay
https://www.instagram.com/uofglasgow/
https://www.youtube.com/universityofaberdeen
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/apply/visit-us/open-days/
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/apply/visit-us/open-days/
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/why_rcs/campusandfacilities/virtual-tour/
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/virtual-tour
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/open-days
https://portal.rcs.ac.uk/waci/news/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/edinburgh-napier-university/
https://www.facebook.com/rcsofficial
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rcsofficial/albums
https://www.instagram.com/rcsofficial/
https://twitter.com/rcstweets
https://www.youtube.com/user/RCSofficial
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gla.ac.uk%2Fexplore%2Fvisit%2Fundergraduate%2Fopendays%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Ceb332682f2ac40dd357108d9632aea61%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C637649858226238441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BwuOmw3KlpOV5GqngsembyOfcodbGuC8hxknOsG7Mxw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gla.ac.uk%2Fexplore%2Fvisit%2Fundergraduate%2Fopendays%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clynn.haughton%40sds.co.uk%7Ceb332682f2ac40dd357108d9632aea61%7C33ca6d475e4f477484f1696cbb508cbe%7C0%7C0%7C637649858226238441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BwuOmw3KlpOV5GqngsembyOfcodbGuC8hxknOsG7Mxw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/UofGlasgow
https://www.instagram.com/uofglasgow/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/robertgordonuni/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/UofGlasgow
https://twitter.com/UofGlasgow
https://www.youtube.com/uofglasgow
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/courses-training/useful-information/open-days-events/?utm_source=google_search&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ec_clearing_open_days&utm_content=brand_ads&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpuG73drM8gIVpejtCh1_OAlBEAAYASAAEgI0RvD_BwE#Aberdeen
https://experience.sruc.ac.uk/welcome?study_level=not-sure&subject_area=animal-science
https://www.facebook.com/sruc.ac.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/srucofficial/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/sruc/
https://twitter.com/SRUC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZie8fBQscdyTgmTKWnTMKA
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendaysandtours/datesandtimes/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendaysandtours/datesandtimes/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendaysandtours/campustours/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/askastudent/
https://www.facebook.com/GlasgowCaledonianUniversity/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CSrYrOJqkRK/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://twitter.com/CaledonianNews
https://www.youtube.com/user/watchgcu


 

Edinburgh Napier 
University Open Day (V) 

 

Saturday 18 September  
 

 

Also see: Virtual Tour and Student Chat 
Stay Connected: Facebook, Flickr; Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter; YouTube 

Robert Gordon 
university Open Events 

(Live &Virtual) 

 

Saturday 18 September  
 

• Open events run 10-2pm 
 

Also see: Student & staff chat, Campus visits from mid-September and Events, for example, 
Sustainability in Creative & Cultural Industries Symposium (Online, free, 4-8 Oct) 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter; YouTube 

Saturday 2 October  
 

Saturday 30 October  
 

Saturday 20 November  
 

Stirling University  
(Virtual) 

Saturday 18 September 
 

Also see: Virtual Tour 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn, Twitter; Vimeo; YouTube 

Saturday 23 October  

Strathclyde University 
Open Days (Virtual) 

Wednesday 22 Sept • Open events run 3-6pm  
Also see: Campus Tour Podcasts or Virtual visits 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter; YouTube Thursday 28 October 

Queen Margaret 
University Edinburgh  

Open Events (Live & Virtual)  

 

Saturday 25 September  
 

Also see: Virtual Campus Tour and Experience QMU subject hubs 
Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter; YouTube;   

Saturday 23 October  

Wednesday 3 Nov 

Heriot-Watt Open Days 
(Live) 

Saturday 25 September 
Saturday 30 October 

 

EDINBURGH CAMPUS 

• 25 Sept & 30 Oct – Business, Economics, Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Psychology & Languages. 

• 2 Oct & 6 Nov – Mechanical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Physics, 
Brewing & Distilling and Chemistry. 

• 9 Oct & 13 Nov – Biology, Civil & Structural Engineering, Architectural Engineering, Construction 
Project Management & Quantity Surveying, Geography and Urban Studies.  

• 23 Oct & 20 Nov – Maths, Actuarial Studies and Computer Science. 
 

BORDERS CAMPUS EVENTS - Friday 1 October & Friday 5 November 
 

Also see: Virtual Tour Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter; YouTube 
 

Saturday 2 October 
Saturday 6 October 

Saturday 9 October 
    Saturday 13 November 

Saturday 23 October 
   Saturday 20 November   

Abertay University  
Open Days (Virtual) 

Wednesday 29 Sept 
 

Also see: Campus Virtual Tours 
Stay Connected: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter; Vimeo; YouTube Saturday 30 October 

 

St Andrews University 
Visiting Days (virtual) 

 

Wednesday 6 October 
 

Bookings for these two dates will open on Thursday 9 September 2021 at noon. 
Also see: Online information sessions Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; Twitter; YouTube 
 Wednesday 20 October 

University of the West of 
Scotland Open Day (V) 

Saturday 23 October 
 

 

• 23 Oct - 11am-2pm 
Also: Past presentations and videos Stay Connected: Facebook; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter; YouTube;  
 

Glasgow School of Art 
(GSA) (Virtual) 

25-29 October 

 

Also see: GSA Virtual Tour on Vimeo  
Stay Connected: Facebook; Flickr; GSA Hub; LinkedIn; Twitter;  Vimeo; YouTube;    

University of the 
Highlands & Island (UHI)  

- 

 

Attending Scottish Exhibition events. No Open events yet, follow social media for updates.  
Stay Connected: Facebook; Flickr; Instagram; LinkedIn; Twitter;  YouTube 

 

https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/meet-us/open-days
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/meet-us/open-days
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/get-to-know-us/explore-our-virtual-campus-tours
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/get-to-know-us/chat-to-our-students
https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghNapierUniversity/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/napieruniversity/favorites
https://www.instagram.com/edinburghnapier/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/school/edinburgh-napier-university/
https://twitter.com/EdinburghNapier?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUgSjt1d9220ErPEQY_EbxA
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/open-days
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/open-days
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/life-at-rgu/the-student-experience/chat-to-our-staff-students
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/visit-us/campus-visits
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/events?start=12
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/events/events-2021/4360-sustainability-in-the-creative-and-cultural-industries-symposium
https://www.facebook.com/robertgordonuniversity/
https://www.instagram.com/abertayuni/
https://www.instagram.com/robertgordonuni/
https://twitter.com/HeriotWattUni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/robertgordonuniversity/
https://twitter.com/robertgordonuni/
https://www.youtube.com/user/RobertGordonUni
http://www.stir.ac.uk/study/visit-us/undergraduate-open-days/
https://www.stir.ac.uk/study/visit-us/virtualtour/
https://www.facebook.com/universityofstirling/
https://www.instagram.com/universityofstirling/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-stirling/
https://twitter.com/StirUni
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniversityOfStirling
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/visitingopportunities/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/visitingopportunities/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/beforeyouapply/visitingopportunities/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/undergraduate/virtualvisits/
https://www.facebook.com/universityofstrathclyde
https://instagram.com/unistrathclyde/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-strathclyde/
https://twitter.com/unistrathclyde
https://www.youtube.com/unistrathclyde
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/open-days-and-meeting-us/undergraduate-open-days/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/open-days-and-meeting-us/undergraduate-open-days/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/open-days-and-meeting-us/undergraduate-open-days/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/study-here/campus-tours/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/experience-qmu/
https://www.facebook.com/ucasonline
https://www.instagram.com/qmuni/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/gcu-student-events-654293215
https://www.linkedin.com/school/queenmargaretuniversity/
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/visit/chat-to-a-student.htm
https://www.twitter.com/UCAS_online
https://www.linkedin.com/school/queenmargaretuniversity/
https://www.facebook.com/HeriotWattUni/
http://www.gsa.ac.uk/life/gsa-events/events/v/virtual-open-day/
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/visit/open-days.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/uk/visit/campus-tours.htm
https://www.facebook.com/HeriotWattUni/
https://www.instagram.com/heriotwattuni/
https://www.napier.ac.uk/about-us/podcasts
https://www.linkedin.com/school/heriot-watt-university/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/opendaysandtours/onlineevents/
https://twitter.com/HeriotWattUni
https://twitter.com/HeriotWattUni
https://www.youtube.com/user/HeriotWattUni
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/visit/open-days/
https://www.abertay.ac.uk/visit/open-days/
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/undergraduate/get-to-know-us/explore-our-virtual-campus-tours
https://www.facebook.com/AbertayUni/
https://www.instagram.com/abertayuni/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/school/abertay-university/
https://twitter.com/AbertayUni?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://vimeo.com/abertay
https://www.youtube.com/user/abertayTV
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/meet-us/ug/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/meet-us/ug/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/meet-us/online-information-events/
https://www.facebook.com/uniofsta
https://www.instagram.com/uniofstandrews
https://twitter.com/univofstandrews/
https://www.youtube.com/uofstandrews
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/open-days-info-sessions/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/open-days-info-sessions/
https://www.facebook.com/UniWestofScotland
https://www.instagram.com/uniwestscotland
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-the-west-of-scotland
https://twitter.com/UniWestScotland
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniWestofScotland
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/visit-gsa/open-days/
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/visit-gsa/open-days/
https://vimeo.com/411375014
https://www.facebook.com/glasgowschoolofart
https://www.youtube.com/user/abertayTV
https://www.flickr.com/photos/glasgowschoolart
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/the-hub/
https://www.twitter.com/StirUni
https://www.linkedin.com/school/the-glasgow-school-of-art/
https://twitter.com/GSofA
https://www.facebook.com/thinkuhi
http://gsapress.blogspot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/unistrathclyde
https://twitter.com/GCU_StudentLife
https://twitter.com/GCU_StudentLife
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/open-days/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/open-days/
https://www.facebook.com/thinkuhi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/thinkuhi
https://www.instagram.com/thinkuhi/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/61447
https://twitter.com/ThinkUHI
https://www.instagram.com/glasgowschoolart/
https://twitter.com/unistrathclyde
https://youtube.com/ThinkUHI


 
 

UNIVERSITY ADMISSION & ENTRY CRITERA 2021-2022 
 

Each university sets its own entry criteria often reflecting levels of difficulty within a course OR competition for places. 
While it is essential to research and compare individual course entry criteria it is helpful to be aware of some common entry policies and practice across Scotland. 
 

 

NATIONAL 5 
Qualifications

Most universities 
DO NOT need a 
set number of N5 

qualifications 
(exception, Royal 

Conservatoire 
Ballet)

Many universities 
do not ask for any 
specific N5's, but 
where they do it is 

most often 
English and/or 

maths at 
C or above.

Most universities 
accept N5 

Applications of 
Mathematics 

(previously 
Lifeskills Maths) at 

grade C 
or above 

BUT NOT ALL

If it is not 
accepted this is 

usually highlighted 
in course entry 

criteria.

HIGHERS 
Standard Entry 
and Minimum 

Entry

Most Scottish 
Universities ask for 

between 3 to 5 
Highers as their 

'Standard' or 
'Typical' entry 
requirement

Some universities 
also have lower 
'Minimum' entry 

requirements, often 
asking for fewer 
Highers or lower 
grades. This is 

linked to 
'Contextual' or 
'Adjusted' entry 

criteria.

Universities may 
list 'Standard' and 
'Minimum' entry 

requirements at 
first or second 

sitting

'FIRST SITTING'
mimum number 
of higher needed 

by end of S5

'First Sitting' 
usually means Highers 
achieved by the end of 

S5 (including any 
gained in S4). 

'Second sitting' 
means Higher achieved 

by the end of S6. 

Univeristies that list 
1st / 2nd sitting usually 
increase the number 

or level of Higher 
needed for entry at 

'Second sitting' i.e. the 
end of S6

Uni's with listed 
increased 2nd sitting 

requirements:

Heriot-Watt Uni 
(for a few courses); 

Aberdeen Uni; 
Edinburgh Uni;
Glasgow Uni;

St Andrew's Uni:
Stirling Uni;

Strathclyde Uni.

ADVANCED 
HIGHERS

Not essential for first 
year entry to most 
courses (except 

medicine / veterinary) 
some uni's require or 

strongly recomend 
gaining AdvH's for 

some courses:

Aberdeen Uni;
Edinburgh Uni;
Glasgow Uni;

Strathclyde Uni.

Almost all universities 
in Scotland have 

options for 
Advanced Entry 
to year 2* with 

AdvH's (or other 
relevant qualifications) 

Exceptions include:

Royal Conservatoire;
Glasgow Caledonian;

Glasgow School of Art: 
(these have college / 
HNC / HND routes to 

Advanced Entry).

*Those applying to 
Advanced Entry but 

not accepted are 
usually offered 1st year 
entry if they meet entry 

criteria.

DOUBLE 
COUNTING

Most universities 
DO NOT Double 

Count 
Highers & 

Advanced Highers 
in the same 

subjects would be 
treated as one 
qualification. 

An advanced 
Higher at C or 

above would be an 
upgrade to a 

previous Higher at 
B or below, most 
uiveristies count 

the 'better' 
qualification.

Exceptions:

If you are elegible 
for contextual / 
adjusted entry 
many uni's will
double count.

Glasgow Uni and 
Glasgow 

Caledonian Uni will 
double count for 
some subejcts. 

CONTEXTUAL 
or ADJUSTED 

ENTRY

Those who meet 
widening access 

'Contextual' criteria 
may be elegible for 

Adjusted entry where 
Uni's accept 'minimum' 

qualifications.

Uni's will (usually) still 
require qualification in 

subjects listed as 
'Essential'

Applicants will be 
notified of any Adjusted 

Entry offer via UCAS

Main criteria are:

•Been in care or are a 
carer

•In a Uni prep 
programme for 
example: SHEP; 
REACH; LEAPS, etc.

•1st in your family to go 
to uni

•Coming from a school 
or area where few 
people enter uni

•Have recognised 
refugee or asylum 
status

Check individual uni 
details online

RESITS 

Most universities accept resits though they often 

ask for higher grades. Exceptions include: 

Medicine courses; Glasgow Uni; St Andrew’s Uni. 

https://vopenday.gsa.ac.uk/how-to-apply/


Foundation Apprenticeship https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/ (also have college and work pathways) 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/


 
 
 

 

 

COURSES  
12 courses,  

designed by industry for industry 
 delivered at a wide range of  

universities and colleges   

QUALIFICATIONS 

Higher Apprenticeship (SCQF level 8),  
Degree (SCQF Level 9) 

Honours Degree (SCQF level 10)  
Master’s Degree (SCQF Level 11) 

 

 

RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING 

Previous qualifications & experience are 
considered when designing a programme 
and can support advanced entry reducing 

time needed to complete the course 

 

STUDY TIME 

80% of your time in the workplace 
Study time agreed between the 
employers & college/university  

from 1 day a week, online learning 
or block release for several weeks 

 

 

STUDY LENGTH 

Depends on qualification level 
SCQF level 10 up to 4 years 
SCQF level 8 up to 2 years 

GA’s can study out with normal term time 
so potential to complete GA faster 

 

MONEY 
Paid a wage by employer 

Cost of academic course covered. From 
2021, all Graduate Apprentices must 
apply directly to SAAS for funding. 

https://www.saas.gov.uk/full-
time/graduate-apprenticeships  

 

WHO CAN APPLY 

Anyone resident and eligible to live and work in Scotland. 

No upper age limit, but must be over 16 to apply, for some 
vacancies need to be over 18. 

Existing employees can approach their employer  
(more info on employer area of Apprenticeship.Scot website) 

 

 

APPLYING 
Vacancies appear throughout the year on www.Apprenticeship.Scot 

Entry requirements depend on the course and college/university. 

Relevant experience and qualifications will be of value. You can 

progress from a Foundation Apprenticeship or Modern Apprenticeship 

to a Graduate Apprenticeship in the same subject 

 

UNIVERSITIES OFFERING GRADUATE APPRENTICESHIP (GA) 2021-22 
Edinburgh Napier University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 120 

Glasgow Caledonian University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 226 

Heriot Watt University  
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 143 

• BA Business Management  

• BEng/BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering  

• BSc (Hons) Construction & the Built Environment 

• BEng Cybersecurity  

• BSc (Hons) Data Science  

• BEng (hons) Engineering Design and Manufacture  

• BSc (Hons) IT Management for Business  

• BSc (Hons) Software Development  

 

• BA (Hons) Business Management 

• BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering (Environmental Civil 

Engineering) 

• BSc (Hons) Construction and the Built Environment 

(Quantity Surveying)  

• BSc (Hons) Cyber Security 

• MSc Cyber Security  

• BEng (Hons) Engineering: Design and Manufacture 

• BSc (Hons) Software Development for Business 

 

• MA (Hons) Business Management 

• MA (Hons) Business Management: Financial Services 

• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering 

• BSc (Hons) Construction and the Built Environment 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering Design and Manufacture 

(Electronic or Mechanical) 

• MA (Hons) IT Management for Business 

• BSc (Hons) Software Development for Business 

• BSc (Hons) Data Science 

• BEng (Hons) Instrumentation Measurement &Control 

Cont. 

GRADUATE APPRENTICESHIPS 2021-22 
 

https://www.saas.gov.uk/full-time/graduate-apprenticeships
https://www.saas.gov.uk/full-time/graduate-apprenticeships
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers#/apprenticeoptions
http://www.apprenticeship.scot/
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships.htm
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/ba-business-management-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/beng-hons-civil-engineering-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/bsc-hons-construction-and-the-built-environment-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/beng-hons-cybersecurity-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/bsc-hons-data-science-undergraduate-fulltime
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/beng-hons-engineering-design-and-manufacture-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/bsc-hons-it-management-for-business-ga
https://www.napier.ac.uk/study-with-us/apprenticeships/bsc-hons-software-development-ga
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/bahonsbusinessmanagementga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/bschonscivilengineeringga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/bschonscivilengineeringga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/constructionandbuiltenvironmentga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/constructionandbuiltenvironmentga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/bschonscybersecurityga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/msccybersecurityga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/engineeringdesignandmanufacturingga/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/graduateapprenticeships/ourapprenticeshipprogrammes/softwaredevelopmentforbusinessga/
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/ma-hons-business-management.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/ma-hons-business-management-financial.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/ma-hons-business-management-financial.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/beng-hons-civil-engineering.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/bsc-hons-construction-and-the-built.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/engineering-design-and-manufacture.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/engineering-design-and-manufacture.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/it-management-for-business.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/it-software-development-for-business.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/data-science.htm
https://www.hw.ac.uk/business/graduate-apprenticeships/programmes/instrumentation-measurement-control.htm


UNIVERSITIES OFFERING GRADUATE APPRENTICESHIP (GA) 2021-22 cont. 
Robert Gordon University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 204 

University of Dundee 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 60 

University of Strathclyde  
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 185 

• NEW in 2021 MSc Cyber Security 

• BSc (Hons) Construction and the Built Environment 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering: Design & Manufacture 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering: Instrumentation, 

Measurement & Control 

• BA (Hons) Business Management 

• BSc (Hons) Data Science  

• BA (Hons) Accounting 

• BSc (Hons) Business Management 

• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering, Design & Manufacturing 

• BSc (Hons) IT Management for Business 

• BSc (Hons) IT Software Development 

 

• BA (Hons) in Business Management 

• BSc (Hons) IT: Software Development 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering: Design & Manufacture 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering: Civil Engineering 

• MSc Cyber Security 

University of the West of Scotland  
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 93 

Open University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 17 

University of the Highlands & Islands 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 21 

• BSc (Hons) IT: Software Development 

• BEng (Hons) Engineering Design & Manufacture 

• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering 

• BA (Hons) Business Management 

• BA Early Learning & Childcare* 

• BSc (Honours) IT: Software Development 

• MSc in Cyber Security  

• BSc (Honours) Cyber Security  

  

• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering  

 

University of Edinburgh 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 6 

University of Glasgow 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 34 

Queen Margaret University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 15 

• BSc Data Science Graduate Apprenticeship 

PAUSED FOR 2021 

• GA in Software Engineering (Launch 2019) 

 
• BA (Hons) Business Management 

University of St Andrews 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 5 

University of Aberdeen 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 5 

Stirling University 
Frameworks delivered in 2020-21 – 19 

• BSc (Hons) Computer Science Data (launch 2019) 
 

• BEng Civil Engineering (SCQF Level 10)   
PAUSED FOR 2021/22 

• BSc (Hons) Data Science 

 
 
 
For information on types of offers applicants might receive see: UCAS Undergraduate: Types of Offer 
 

 

 

 

Further Information 

• Apprenticeship.Scot is the main source of information for Scottish Apprenticeship opportunities - https://www.apprenticeships.scot/  
Also see FAQs: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/graduate-apprenticeships/frequently-asked-questions-about-gas-employers/  
 

• My World of Work has career information, including Apprenticeships www.myworldofwork.co.uk/getting-job/apprenticeships  
 

• View individual college or university webpages, prospectuses, and social media for details on their Apprenticeship programmes 

https://www.rgu.ac.uk/business-innovation/graduate-apprenticeships
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/industry/graduateapprenticeships/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/graduateapprenticeships/
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/4074-graduate-apprenticeship-in-msc-cyber-security
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1186-graduate-apprenticeship-in-bsc-hons-construction-and-the-built-environment
http://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1187-graduate-apprenticeship-in-beng-hons-engineering-design-and-manufacture
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1256-graduate-apprenticeship-in-beng-hons-engineering-instrumentation-measurement-and-control
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1256-graduate-apprenticeship-in-beng-hons-engineering-instrumentation-measurement-and-control
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1258-graduate-apprenticeship-in-ba-hons-business-management
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/1997-graduate-apprenticeship-in-bsc-hons-data-science
https://www.rgu.ac.uk/study/courses/2007-graduate-apprenticeship-in-ba-hons-accounting
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/business-management
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/business-management
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/civil-engineering
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/civil-engineering
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/engineering-design-manufacturing
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/engineering-design-manufacturing
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/it-management-business
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/it-management-business
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/it-software-development
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/graduate-apprenticeships/it-software-development
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/businessmanagement/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/itsoftwaredevelopment/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/engineeringdesignmanufacture/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/engineeringcivilengineering/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/graduatedegreeapprenticeships/cybersecurity/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/graduate-apprenticeships/
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/develop-your-workforce/graduate-apprenticeships
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/business/apprenticeships/ga/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/it-software-development/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/engineering-design-manufacture/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/civil-engineering-graduate-apprenticeship/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/undergraduate-course-search/business-management-graduate-apprenticeship/
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/bsc-honours-it-software-development-graduate
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/bsc-honours-it-software-development-graduate
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/msc-cyber-security-graduate-apprenticeship
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/msc-cyber-security-graduate-apprenticeship
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/bsc-honours-cyber-security-graduate-apprenticeship
https://www.open.ac.uk/business/apprenticeships/graduate-apprenticeships-scotland/bsc-honours-cyber-security-graduate-apprenticeship
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/business/apprenticeships/ga/civil-engineering/
https://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/2021/degrees/index.php?action=programme&code=DS01
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/computing/undergraduate/graduateapprenticeships/
https://www.qmu.ac.uk/schools-and-divisions/business-school/graduate-apprenticeships/
https://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study-abroad/collaborations/ug/
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/business-info/working-with-students/graduate-apprenticeships-1183.php
https://www.stir.ac.uk/courses/ug/graduate-apprenticeship-data-science/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/track-your-application/ucas-undergraduate-types-offer
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/graduate-apprenticeships/frequently-asked-questions-about-gas-employers/
http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/getting-job/apprenticeships


PATHWAYS BETWEEN COLLEGE & UNIVERISTY 2021-22 

What is Articulation? 

The paths between Scottish colleges and universities where you can progress to the next level of study. In 2019, 28% of all first-degree entrants came from college. 

What is Advanced Standing / Advanced Entry? 

In 2019, 57% of students moving from college to uni had Advanced Standing, moving to the next SCQF level of study. For example, if you complete a one-year HNC 
(SCQF 7) you move into the 2nd year of a degree (SCQF 8) – 1+3 model. If you complete a two-year HND (SCQF 8) you go into the 3rd year of a degree (SCQF 9) – 2+2.  

https://www.pathways.ac.uk/  
This website was developed to help you search agreed pathways that can take you from college to degree level study. The web app currently shows the pathways between 

colleges and universities in the regions of Edinburgh, Midlothian, East Lothian, West Lothian, Stirling, Clackmannanshire, Fife, Falkirk and the Scottish Borders. Include:  
Abertay University; Edinburgh University; Edinburgh Napier University; Heriot-Watt University; The Open University; 

Queen Margaret University Edinburgh; Robert Gordon University Aberdeen; St Andrew’s University; and Stirling University 

Universities not covered on the Pathways App 

Internal Articulation Pathways 

University of the Highlands & Islands (UHI) 
In 2019, 60% of all students coming to UHI came from college,  

79% with Advanced Standing.  
 

Works with 13 UHI College campuses with clear qualifications progression and 
Articulation Pathways. Links with North East Scotland College and Dundee College. 

Scottish Rural & Agricultural College (SRUC) 
In 2019, 45% of all students coming to UHI came from college,  

76% with Advanced Standing.  
 

SRUC delivers HNC/HND’s and other qualifications and has clear SRUC 
progression and Articulation Pathways. Accept non-SRUC applications. 

 

Articulation Pathways 

Glasgow Caledonian 
University 

In 2019, 39% of students came from 
college, 67% with Advanced Standing. 

GCU Pathways involve 2 years at 
college and then year 3/4 in Uni. 
Partnerships with the 3 Glasgow 
Colleges. They also have College 
Connect support and Pathways 

Associate Student scheme. 

University of the West of 
Scotland 

In 2019, 34% of students came from 
college, 67% with Advanced Standing. 

UWS has a wide range of Articulation 
options and Associate Student Scheme 
where you can access uni facilities and 

build links while in college. 

Glasgow School of Art (GSA) 
In 2019, 35% of students came from 

college, 41% with Advanced Standing. 

GSA works with a number of Scottish 
colleges to support Articulation and 
Associate Students Schemes with 

Glasgow Clyde & Forth Valley 

Also See: ‘Advanced Entry’ video 

Dundee University 
In 2019, 19% of students came from 

college, 24% with Advanced Standing. 

Agreed Articulation route for Life 
Science, Humanities and Environmental 

Science. Options for 1st or 2nd year 
entry to some courses if applying with 

HNC/HND. 

Aberdeen University 
In 2019, 15% of students came from 

college, 24% with Advanced Standing. 
Aberdeen Uni has a very good Adv 

Entry web area and Articulation 
Brochure with all the details. 

Strathclyde University 
In 2019, 15% of students came from 

college, 24% with Advanced Standing. 

Strathclyde has a very useful ‘Formal 

Articulation Routes’ with feeder courses 

and college partners. 

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
In 2019, 15% of students came from 

college. None with Advanced Standing. 
RCS do offer Transitions to support 

people facing barriers. 
 

Glasgow University 
In 2019, 5% of students came from 

college, 11% with Advanced Standing. 
GU have introduced a widening 

participation Articulation Programme 
(specific requirements) 

 

See My WoW College to University and use individual college and university information to find out more about college and university pathways.   

https://www.pathways.ac.uk/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/first-steps/articulation/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/studying-at-uhi/first-steps/articulation/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/collegepathways/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/collegeconnect/
https://www.gcu.ac.uk/study/collegeconnect/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/college-to-uni/
https://www.uws.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/college-to-uni/
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/about-gsa/key-information/our-structure/advanced-entry-for-undergraduate-applicants/advanced-entry-for-applicants-from-scottish-colleges/
https://www.gsa.ac.uk/about-gsa/key-information/our-structure/advanced-entry-for-undergraduate-applicants/advanced-entry-for-applicants-from-scottish-colleges/
https://vopenday.gsa.ac.uk/how-to-apply/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/life-sciences-dundee-angus-college
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/life-sciences-dundee-angus-college
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/humanities-dundee-angus-college
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/environmental-science-dundee-angus-college
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/undergraduate/environmental-science-dundee-angus-college
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/advanced-entry-from-college-2753.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/advanced-entry-from-college-2753.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/documents/2021%20Articulation%20Pathways%20brochure%20web.pdf
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/documents/2021%20Articulation%20Pathways%20brochure%20web.pdf
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/wideningaccess/entryfromcollege/applyingwithhnqualifications/formalarticulationroutes/
https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/wideningaccess/entryfromcollege/applyingwithhnqualifications/formalarticulationroutes/
https://www.rcs.ac.uk/fair_access/transitions/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/wp/hncarticulation/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/wp/hncarticulation/
https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/college-and-university-0

